
BASF VVyandolle Corporation 

Scpteniber 5, 1975 

l o , , ' , ' . , r • ( ' ' • I 

^A.' 
WyandoUn, Micli ig.in 4310. ' 
313 282-3300 

R E C E I V E D 

Mr. Robert J. Courchaine P ^ 1 
Chief Engineer âlei Qual- ConuOl 
Michigan I7ater Resources Commission 
Stevens T. Mason Building 
Lansing, Michigan 48926 

Dear Mr. Courchaine: 

Attached is a report of a seepage loss of styrene to the ground 
waters of our p'lant area. The loss occurred over a period of 
several v/eeks in August, but was not detected until August 2 7 
when it was promptly reported to Mr. Wayne Denniston. We are 
following the suggestions of Michigan Water Resources staff 
memJjers in our recovery efforts on this material. Our efforts 
in this area are continuing. 

If you have any questions in this matter, please do not hesitate 
to contact ir>e. 

Very truly yours, 

BASF WYANDOTTE CORPORATION 

2 ^ 
W. J . LeisTriirr^ ^ j u p e r i n t e a d e n t 
P o l l u t i o n C o n t r o l D e p a r t m e n t 

d i 
A t t a c h m e n t 

us 
EPA RECORDS CENTER REGION 5 

/ ^ y -2-
406773 

t 



— . ...:., SALT a:": POLLUTI^ :G MAni i i iA i . LOSV.LF. 

f'ersLMrK to t'lc- provision:-, of Act ;:•',!.) o l the f 'ubhc Ac;!-~. of M ichn jan V'J?0 as anienrlecl, rerjul. i lKKis h.'ive b-i :i r.'. 

v/,'iicl) reciuire Uiat all ov .n i i L , rn.Tingcrs or o f 'era tors of vessels, oil s tordge or on laecl facililn.'s shal l r io i i ly I M " ',.'. 

FiatourccG Commiss ion or his Lui'.horired reprcsenla l ivo of o i l , salt and po l lu t ing mater ia l losses. This no t i i i ca t i e i i ' ' r i H 

made prompt ly by telephone or to cg raph , g iv ing brief ly the p j i r t icu lars , and by mai l , g iv ing a deta i led accour i l (•! t-.x 

and cond i t i ons . 

September 5, 19 75 
Cc-!\p" ny f;onic 

EASF Wyandotte Corporation 
lo<:a:.on o( Lcsi (Gs op'.-rri.cj 

Corporation's Wyandotte Polyol Plant 

t ' j iens l Losl 

S t y r e n e 

Wyando t t e , Mich igan 
.\moun; 

About 15,000 gal 
D^la Loss was Disco'-ere-] 

August 2 7 , 1975 

rJdnio of su f l j ce water mvoivco 

Ground Water 

/^.T.c of Ccp^rtment o/ .'.'atura: fievjurcci Rojjfeteni.idvc Contacicd 

Mr. Wayne D e n n i s t o n 

Time o( Diicovory 

6 : 0 0 p . m . 

TelspliDt^cd or 1 L^'tg'rt.incd b/ Wnom 

V7. J . L e i s t e n 
C-2'j':e o{ Lo is (inclutJe ly;,:; of Equip.Ticnt ana O'r-ci- Details) 

7 :30 p .m. 

See b a c k of t h i s s h e e t . 

i.i'.ure of Loi.5 (incuf^e Cor^tf 1̂ ,'te Ocscri;.':;0;i oi L^n-̂ .i-̂ Q] 

Styrene is lighter than water and is also insoluble in it. The 
seepage collecitea on tô ) or tTie ground water~lfaT5T'e'~and~Tn a~pI'aiAl:" 
cable trench. Tests of the plant outfall stream failed to dis
close detectable limits of styrene from which \-:e concluded that 
none escavcd to the Deti:oit River. To date, v;e have recovered 
approximately 52"j of the; miaterial lost and recovery efforts are 

_co.n̂ t_irruing , 
Ac.v;;cnal CGni/.,c',it^ [inciudv.' Me;.iocJ of Ccn-c l . C l j ' S for Prevention of Rccur'Cnco. v;c.) 

We are revising our Engineering Standards to im,prove our dike construction 

to contain all leaks from tanked critical materials. The styrene tank wil 1 

be brought up to the new standards^. 

Conipi iy fj;(me 

BASF VTyandotte C o r p o r a t i o n 
Oy (SiQnaiufL-

'MlJu^Hc. 

Return this form to: 

DcpniAmcnl of Kalur:\l r,esouiccs 
Hi i rcau of Water Management 

8 lh Floor Stevens T. Mason B idg . 

Lans ing , Mich igan •';0926 

24 hr. E m e r g e n c y No t i f i ca t i on N u m b e r 

517 —373-7GG0 

\ b l 7 . 
T^'-

file:///moun


Cause of Loss 

The loss occurred from a nev; storage tank in a nev;ly diked tank 

farm. A small hole in the bottom of the tank escaped detection 

during fabrication and testing. The tank v/as originally loaded 

with about 19,000 gallons of styrene about July 19th. On 

August 27 plant personnel detected the odor of styrene in the 

area, A check of the tank indicated that 15,000 gallons had 

seeped into the ground water. The leak was not contained in the 

diked area as it flov/ed under the tank foundation and, thus 

escaped collection in the compacted clay bottom diked area. 




